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-, oi and Wonderful NEWS from 29: : 


hk go a _ but True RELATION of the 


An Antient Gentlewoman and Her Daughter ; 


- 


Contulions 


Which Occaſions the PRESENT 


and Diſturbances » 


The Houſe by Ratcliff- Croſs. 


Which happen'd ( as is really believed ) by the Fatal Raſhneſs of the Husband of the 
_ ſaid Daugier, who nnhappily Witht, Chat the Souls of neither th: Mother, ror the Young We 


mantis Wife 


, might ever eltain Reſt in the other World, 11] he was really Satizhed, whether he was not cheated of al- 


moſt an Hindrea Guineys, which he ſuppoſed was left for him in the Hands of the Nurſe ,by sfaid Wife : Whoſe 


Spirits appeored that very Night the R#jb Wifb was made ; with an Account of the Manner of Their Firſt Appears 
ance, Their Diff:renr Shapes, and the Wor that were heard uttered by them Both, on ſeveral Occaſions. 


Licenſed' October 23, 1690, 


THe Atpeifts: and Saaguces of 
this Age, like fome of rhe An- 
tient Heathens, have thought 
it a great Piece of Wit to deny 
the Being of Spirits, and that all Stories 
concerning them are 'cither fabulous 
or to be aſcribed to Netural Cauſes, 
which fond opinion many Learned men 
have ſufficiently contuted, andas the ex- 
amples of former Ages and Places, fo 
\ | fie prodigious accidents that have hap- 
2ened in our times, not only 1n this City 

nd Nation, but in moſt other Parts of the 
?nown World, make it manuett beyond 
Yo nee dof that there are Damopns & 


& 


GS 
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_ Gel1ogo. areo2ding to D2der. 


Spectrums nfelting this lower World, be- 
ſides the evidence of Scripture, which is 
tuily convictiveto all ſober Chriſtians ; 
Tho? yet it muſt be granted, the power of 
God doh fo limit andreſtrain their ma- 
lice, that they car hurt no man, nor any 
other creature; much lefs any that wore 
ihip Him in ervith, without permiſſion 
trom Him,who is God over all the Earth. 
Asitis a Truth among Sober men be- 
yond Controverly, That Spirits have 
ſome times really, as well as imaginarily 
appeared to Mortals in the World, ſo we 
may rationally conelude from St. Lake, 
that ſuch things were of old taken 
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notice of, Luke 24. 37. where it is ſaid, 
The Diſciples were terrified and aTrigh- 
£cd, and ſuppoſed they-had ſeen a Spirit ; 
And it is obſervable, that ſuch trightful 
Spetters do moſt frequently ſhew them- 
felves in places where the Goſpel is not 
Preached, and therefore the Demers did 
generally inſeſt theGerri/es and Heatheris 
of old, as alſo the Eaft and Weſt-Indies 
of latter times, of which we have many 
inſtances r=lated by credible Hiſtorians, 

It would here be both tedious and im- 
pertiment to anſwerall that witty men 
gay obje& againſt the truth of the moſt 
obvious Opinion, and therefore 1 ſhall 
fay no more in contutation. of the com- 
mon quarrels raiſed by tuch Perſons up- 
on this SubjeEt, bur relate you matter of 
f&, as it hath lately Occur?d. 

One Mr. $7. living in Razclife near the 
Croſs, about nine Months ſince married 
the Daughter ofa Wealthy Old Widow, 
awholived in the Neighbourhood ; ſome 
time after the Marriage the Mother dyes, 


about a Month ago the Daughter, \Wite- 


to Mr. Sz. dyes likewiſe, who” upon her 
Death-bed delivers to the Nurſe (who 
was ber Confident) privately, the Juit 
Sumas the NurſeAftirms,of 12Guinnies, 
to Deliver to her aforeſaid Husban:!, as 
{oon as ſhe was Dead,according,to which. 
will anddefire of the Peceated, the day 
after She departed; the: Nurle gives the 
Maſter an account of the Will of her 
Miſtrifs, and Delivers hira the 12 Guin- 
nies, upon which Mr. Sz.-a jew Dayes 
after communicating what had palled to 
ſome of the Neighboursthat were ot. his 
Wives particuler acquaintance, they 
perſwa:ls {im ihatthe Nurlehad ciated 


him, and that his Wiſe had an Jdunared 


Guinnies by her, that was left her by 
the Mother, who having a Spice of «he 


Old Womans: Temper, had kept the... 


by her unknown to him, for fear of com- 
ing to want, this account ſo Enraged Mr. 
I». that when he came home, charging 
the Nurſe with fraud, and ſhe denying 
it, alledging, that the 12 Guinnies were 


all that her Miſtriſs-gave her, Hefell into. 


a great Paſſion, and prayed to God tha } 


the Souls of his Wie and her Mother 
might never reit,. until he knew the 
Truth ofit trem them, andthe very fame 
Ntght, Mr. $». with his Apprentice and 
a Maid-{ervaut, being in the Kitchin, be- 
tween the hours of cight and nine albvery 
merty and chearful,and jult fitting down 
to Supper,the Apprentice found a ſtrange 
impreſs upon Is Spirits, with a pagnick 
fear athis Hearr, informich, thathis coun- 
tenance Changed, which his Maſter per- 
ceiving, asked him what made him look 
{o on.a fudain,whoreplicd, That he found 
Imiclf alittle Wiſh, and turning his 


Head towards the Butrery door, where 
hung the .Fowel ;- he ſaw the | 


{hapeor reſemblance of his NMiſtrefs in 
her uſual Houſredreſs, looking over, h:r 
ſhoulder, and laughing, rubbing © her 
hands withthe Towel ; the Apprentices 
Eyes were fixed on his Late altrels for 
a con{iderabl- time, having no Power to 
turn his cad, ortake his Eye off from 
the aforelitd place, which the Maſter 
percetving, asked him, What he ſtared at, 
which-wor«s he had no ſooner ſpoke, but 
he fancicd, that hefaw ſome ſtrange: ap- 
pearances tamntelt-(but neither aimſel! 
nor Vaid-ler vant, fxw the ſhape . of thc 
Mittriis) upon which, crying out with 
aloud yoice, hat if there were any Devils or 
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pirits there, they ſhould come out, or 
: to CA ; upon which 
there appeared to them the plain 
reſemblance of a great | black Dog 
walking about the Room, at which mo- 
ment the Apprentice loſt the ſight of his 
Miſtreſs, the Maſter, as weil as ſervants 
being in a great Conſternation, immedi- 
ately hucries up Stairsto Bed, lea1 ing the 
' vituals upon the Table untouchw the 
Maſter and Man lying together, and the 
Maid in the next Room to them on the 
fame floor, this Night they heard great 
knockings and jumblings, boti: in the 
Garretsand below Stairs, but ſaw noth- 
ing more. The next Night, they being 
alljuſt gone to Bed, in manner as afore- 
ſaid, butrhe Candles not being our, there 
appears to the Maid in her Chamber, the 
Apparition of the Mother, 1a her Hat, 
aftcoat, Petticoat, &c. jult as ſhe uſually 
went in her Life time, demanding of the 
Maid where Tom was, the uſual name 
ſhecalled Mr. $2. by in her Life time, at 
the fame timethe Maid, as well as the 
Maſter and Man, heard a knocking at 
the Maſters Chamber door, crying out, 
Where is Thomas ? the uſual name the 
Daughter caiied Mr. Sz. her Husband 
by, in her Life time ; bur at thts time 
none ofthem ha powerto [peak to the 
Apparition. Another Night, betwcen 
the hours of eleven and twelve, a great 
Noiſe was heard in the Garrets, and then 
rumbling down the Stairs, as if ſome bar- 
rels of Lead or Iron, or ſeveral Hundred 
pound Weightswere coming fromthence, 


Jafrer which, the Maids door flew open, 


and the Apparition of the Old Woman 
entred, demmding, where Tom was ? 


which the Maid not readily anſwering, 


but crying out, the Bed-cloaths were im- 


mediately pulled from her, and ſhe felt 
two hands very cold,graſping her about 
the Walt, and then pulled her out of the 
Bed on the floor, dragging her about the 
Room ; the Spirit then threatened, that 
unleſs ſhe would ſhew the place where 
Tom was, ſhe would throw her, qut at. 
Window, ; the Maid made a moſt hi- 


dious out-cry of Murther, &c. which af- 


frighted, and raiſed moſt of the Neigh- 
bourhood 11 the ſtreet, the Maid offered 
to dire the Spirit to the Chamber door, 
where the Mater lay ;b-+ this crime AP? 
prentice had gotten up, and called tothe, 
Maid,and immediately the chamber door, 
where the Maſter and Man lay, opened 
of it ſelf, and the Apprentice ſpying the 
Maid ſtanding in her ſhift at, the door, 
aske:] her to come in, and tell them whar 
had occurred, the Maid replicd, She 
could not ſtir, for that ſome inviſible 
thins held her faft round the Waſ, with 
Hanas all feeling like bone, and fingers like 
iron or Steel, and vould not ſafftr her to ſtir 
farther then juſt the entrance at the Door, 
but at that time neither the Apprentice 
nor Maid Servant could perceive any 
Human inape, only the Maid feit the 


ſtrength and Power of the iavifible hands 


that kept her from entrin;; the Room; all 


this while the '\vialter lay juſt by in Bed, 
and had not Power or Courage to ſtir ; 
but the Apprentice took Heart, and de- 
mande:!, in the Name of the Bleſſed Trint- 
ty, what the Spirits wouid have, or why 
they came to diiturb them?but noanſwer 
was made. in the Room where the Ma- 
{ter and the Apprentice lyeth hath been 
great diſturbance likewiſe, the Bolfer 
and Pillow has been litted up with their 
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lieads above a foot from the Place, great 
knockings atthe Beds-Headand {cratch- 
ings under it, likewiſe an Eaſt-India Cab- 
binet,that lay near the Ped, upon a Chelt 
of Drawers, was {cen of it ſelf to move 
from the Place, to the other end of the 
Room, the Chairs 2ad Stools clattering 
and tumbling together all Night long ; 
and the next Morning, all ſtanding in 
their exaR places, as they werelett over- 
night, this tor ſeveral nights together ; 
and fince there has been heard the like 
noiſeofthe Chairs and Stools, and the 
next Morning they have been found in 
the Room all in Confuſhon: when the 
Apparitions have vaniſhed, or thele noi- 


fes ceaſed, immediately an hollow blow-. 


ing or ſhivering Wind has enſued. 

he foregoing Narrative 1s ſo extra- 
ordinary remarkable, eſpecially that 
concerning the Wench, that it may well 
{cem plainly beyond the power of H«- 
mane Wit, or the Lavs of Moa:ffy, Pol- 
fitively todetermine any thing therein, 
notwithſtanding both the Apprentice 
and Vaid Servant are ready and willing 


to giveit upon Oath, to the Trarh of 


what is here related ; for the Truth is, 
the World has been of late years lo much 
impoſed on, by Relations of rhis kind, 
that they generally meet wirh the fare 
of Common Lyers, who are not believed 
even when they {pake the Truth, 
Why Spuits do ſo ſeldom now a days 
appear, eſpecially thoſe that are good ; 
"'Whetheritbe not the wickedneſs of the 
preſent age, or the general prejudice men 
have againſt a]l Spirits that appear, which 
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they ſtraight way declare to be Devils ;. 
Or whether it-arilc from: the frailty of 
Human Nature, that is not uſualy able 
to bear the Appearance of a Spirit no 
more than other Animals are; for in- 
to what Agonies Horſes and Dogs are 
caſt upon their approach, is very well 
known t-5 melt that have read Relations 
of this 1arurce. and which 1s a good Cir- 
cumMince r00:itinguilh a Real Apparition 
from our own Fancies and Imaginarions, 
which theſe Creatures are nor capable 
of ? Or, Laitly, Whether it be the con- 
dition of Spir#s themſelves, who it may 
bs without tome violence done to their 
own Natures, cannot become vilible, it 
happily being as trouble!ome to them 
to continue Vilible tor ſome time, as it 
is for men that Dive, to hold their Breath 
in the Water ? yet it does not. follow 
from hence, that there are no ſuch'Ap$ 
pearances, though ſome, it nay be; 
will nor Believeir, becauſe they them- 
ſelves never {ſaw any ; for that can he 
no Evidence, that they are notextant 
in Nature, fince every Van hatha rea. 
ſonable Soul in himſelf, which is-:n 
Immortal Living Spirit ; and yer none 
ever ſaw it forſaking its Habitation, 


and leaving rhe Body. 

Anil to confirm the aforeſaid Relation, we might 
here Subjoyn an undeniable Teltmony of a late Ap. 
P-witien, which diſcovered a moſt Barbarons Murther, 
cornmurted by Williom Barwick, upon the Body of hisown 
Wite; for which, the Cr1m7a was juſtly Executed, being 
Tryed, and Convicted, before the Honourable Sir Jeb: 
Powe/, Knight, on2 of His Majeſties Juſtices ar the 4/izes, 
holden ar Yrk,on Sept. 16. x6g0.But alarg. Account of it 
being larely Publijhed by Authority, we reter the Reader to 


Ti: ſame. 
FMS. 
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